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COMBINED FILTER EFFLUENT 
REQUIREMENTS 

§ 141.550 Is my system required to 
meet subpart T combined filter ef-
fluent turbidity limits? 

All subpart H systems which serve 
populations fewer than 10,000, are re-
quired to filter, and utilize filtration 
other than slow sand filtration or dia-
tomaceous earth filtration must meet 
the combined filter effluent turbidity 
requirements of §§ 141.551–141.553 . If 
your system uses slow sand or diato-
maceous earth filtration you are not 
required to meet the combined filter 
effluent turbidity limits of subpart T, 
but you must continue to meet the 
combined filter effluent turbidity lim-
its in § 141.73. 

§ 141.551 What strengthened combined 
filter effluent turbidity limits must 
my system meet? 

Your system must meet two 
strengthened combined filter effluent 
turbidity limits. 

(a) The first combined filter effluent 
turbidity limit is a ‘‘95th percentile’’ 
turbidity limit that your system must 
meet in at least 95 percent of the tur-
bidity measurements taken each 
month. Measurements must continue 
to be taken as described in § 141.74(a) 
and (c). Monthly reporting must be 
completed according to § 141.570. The 
following table describes the required 
limits for specific filtration tech-
nologies. 

If your system consists of * * * 
Your 95th per-
centile turbidity 
value is * * * 

(1) Conventional Filtration or Direct Fil-
tration.

0.3 NTU. 

(2) All other ‘‘Alternative’’ Filtration ........ A value determined 
by the State (no 
to exceed 1 
NTU) based on 
the demonstra-
tion described in 
§ 141.552. 

(b) The second combined filter efflu-
ent turbidity limit is a ‘‘maximum’’ tur-
bidity limit which your system may at 
no time exceed during the month. 
Measurements must continue to be 
taken as described in § 141.74(a) and (c). 
Monthly reporting must be completed 
according to § 141.570. The following 

table describes the required limits for 
specific filtration technologies. 

If your system consists of * * * Your maximum tur-
bidity value is * * * 

(1) Conventional Filtration or Direct Fil-
tration.

1 NTU. 

(2) All other ‘‘Alternative’’ ....................... A value determined 
by the State (not 
to exceed 5 
NTU) based on 
the demonstra-
tion as described 
in § 141.552. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 69 FR 38856, June 
29, 2004, § 141.551 was amended in paragraph 
(a)(2) by removing ‘‘no’’ and adding in its 
place ‘‘not’’, and in paragraph (b)(2) by remov-
ing ‘‘Alternative’’ and adding in its place ‘‘Al-
ternative Filtration’’, effective July 29, 2004. 

§ 141.552 My system consists of ‘‘alter-
native filtration’’ and is required to 
conduct a demonstration—what is 
required of my system and how 
does the State establish my tur-
bidity limits? 

(a) If your system consists of alter-
native filtration(filtration other than 
slow sand filtration, diatomaceous 
earth filtration, conventional filtra-
tion, or direct filtration) you are re-
quired to conduct a demonstration (see 
tables in § 141.551). Your system must 
demonstrate to the State, using pilot 
plant studies or other means, that your 
system’s filtration, in combination 
with disinfection treatment, consist-
ently achieves: 

(1) 99 percent removal of 
Cryptosporidium oocysts; 

(2) 99.9 percent removal and/or inac-
tivation of Giardia lamblia cysts; and 

(3) 99.99 percent removal and/or inac-
tivation of viruses. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 141.553 My system practices lime 
softening—is there any special pro-
vision regarding my combined filter 
effluent? 

If your system practices lime soft-
ening, you may acidify representative 
combined filter effluent turbidity sam-
ples prior to analysis using a protocol 
approved by the State. 
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